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The  1956  crop  of  summer  potatoes 
is  estimated  at  43.2  million  hundred- 
weight, slightly  larger  than  a  year 
earlier  and  about  the  same  as  the 
1949-54  average.  Acreage  for  the  fall 
crop  is  almost  as  large  as  a  year  ago. 
The  1956  sweetpotato  crop  promises 
to  be  the  smallest  on  record,  one -fourth 
smaller  than  in  1955  and  almost  one- 
fifth  below  the  1949-54  average. 


Dry  edible  bean  production  is 
indicated  at  16.1  million  100-pound 
bags,  5  percent  less  than  last  year 
but  about  the  same  as  the  1945-54 
average.  On  the  other  hand  production 
of  dry  peas  is  estimated  at  4.8  million 
100-pound  bags,  almost  double  the 
short  crop  of  1955  and  almost  one- 
fourth  above  average. 
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Table  1.-  Vegetables  for  fresh,  market:    Reported  commercial  acreage  and  production, 
average  1949-54,  annual  1955,  and.  indicated  1956 


Acrea^ 

Production  (equivalent 

tons)  1/ 

1956 

1956 

Seasonal  group 

o-year  : 

Per- 
centage 
of  1955 

6 -year 

and  crop 

average  : 
2/  : 
I959-.54  : 

1955  \ 

Indi-  ; 
cated  \ 

average 

2/ 

■  1955 

:  Indi- 
cated 

:  Per- 
•of  1955 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Pet. 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Pet. 

Winter:  3/ 

275,890 

267,620 

278 . 940 

104 

1,489 

1, 590 

l,6l8 

Spring:  3/ 

694,930 

726,320 

725.500 

100 

2.388 

2,680 

2  7^4 

102 

Summer: 

Beans,  lima 

:  13,650 

12,000 

10,900 

91 

18 

14 

14 

100 

Beans,  snap 

:  ^7,770 

^6,350 

43.950 

95 

85 

87 

8^! 

95 

Beets 

2,000 

1,800 

1.650 

92 

17 

14 

1 3 
j-j 

7J 

Cabbage  3/ 

32,200 

29,780 

^0.780 

10  "3 

271 

261 

?65 

1  OP 

Cantaloups 

:  98,130 

103,870 

92,200 

89 

4/^67 

4A57 

4/?99 

Carrots 

11,100 

12,500 

12,250 

98 

~  1^6 

96 

Cauliflower 

4,270 

3,200 

3,300 

103 

26 

21 

22 

105 

Celery- 

7,260 

6,680 

7,l80 

107 

120 

111 

1^1 

118 

Corn,  sweet 

160,030 

156,200 

148, 400 

95 

409 

4l6 

401 

96 

Cucumbers 

:  13,160 

14,600 

14,400 

99 

48 

50 

54 

108 

Eggplant 

:  1,630 

1,300 

1,300 

100 

7 

7 

6 

86 

Garlic 

1,890 

2,500 

2,400 

96 

7 

11 

10 

91 

Honey  dews 

9,060 

9,800 

8,900 

91 

62 

62 

62 

100 

Lettuce 

37,380 

36,350 

42.950 

118 

318 

360 

390 

108 

Onions 

;  68,100 

61,010 

60,450 

99 

4/42 
2.1 

4/45 
4/45 

4/38 

Peas ,  green 

4,880 

3,450 

2,740 

79 

7 

4 

67 

Peppers,  green 

:  21,260 

24,990 

23,700 

95 

61 

75 

72 

96 

Spinach 

:  1,260 

1,040 

1,340 

129 

3 

3 

3 

100 

Tomatoes 

84,970 

84,500 

83,000 

98 

402 

359 

417 

116 

Watermelons 

310,620 

360,900 

329,850 

91 

940 

1,166 

1,077 

92 

Total  summer  on  which- 

Acreage  and  produc- 

tion have  been 

reported 

855,3^0 

903,290 

851,450 

94 

3,335 

3,560 

3,^9^ 

98 

Acreage  has  been 

reported 

930,610 

972,820 

921,640 

95 

All  summer 

930,610 

972,820 

4^208 

Fall: 

Cabbage 

Early  3/ 

49,220 

40,830 

46,130 

113 

Late  3? 

4,500 

3,600 

3,100 

86 

Total  fall  on  which 

Acreage  has  been 

reported 

53,720 

44,430 

49,230 

111 

All  fall 

303,580 

284,380 

2,011 

1,945 

Total  on  which  1956- 

Acreage  and  production 

7,846 

have  been  reported 

1,826,160  ] 

.,897,230  1,855,930 

98 

7,211 

7,830 

100 

Acreage  has  been 

98 

reported 

1,955,150  '< 

5,011,190  1,975,310 

Year 

2,205,010  c 

>,  251,140 

10,096 

10,631 

1/  Equivalent  tons  based  on  approximate  net  weight  of  unit  used  in  estimates"!    2/  Group  aver- 
ages  (including  annual  total)  are  simple  averages  of  annual  data.    3/  Includes  processing. 
4/  No  late  summer  production  for  cantaloups  and  onions. 
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SUMMARY 


Total  production  of  fresh  vegetables  for  summer  harvest  is  expected  to 
be  k  percent  larger  this  year  than  last,  but  the  tonnage  of  melons  is  9  per- 
cent smaller.    However,  indicated  production  of  individual  vegetable  crops 
varies  considerably  from  that  of  a  year  earlier.    Of  the  more  important  vege- 
tables grown  for  fresh  market  sale,  substantially  larger  tonnages  than  last 
summer  are  in  prospect  for  celery,  cucumbers,  lettuce,  tomatoes  and  spinach, 
and  somewhat  larger  tonnages  of  cabbage  and  cauliflower.    Moderately  smaller 
tonnages  are  expected  for  snap  beans,  carrots,  sweet  corn,  lima  beans,  green 
peppers,  beets  and  eggplant. 


Disposable  income  is  expected  to  be  at  or  near  record  levels  in  the 
last  half  of  1956,  and  demand  for  vegetables  is  likely  to  continue  strong. 
Prices  received  by  growers  for  summer  vegetables  probably  will  average  about 
the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

Supplies  of  processed  vegetables  in  the  1956-57  marketing  season  are 
expected  to  be  slightly  to  moderately  larger  than  last  season.    The  prospec- 
tive increase  in  the  pack  will  more  than  offset  a  substantial  reduction  in 
carryover  stocks.    The  frozen  pack  this  year  probably  will  be  substantially 
larger  than  in  1955*  reflecting  the  continued  growth  in  this  method  of 
processing. 

Production  of  potatoes  for  late  summer  harvest  is  expected  to  be  about 
7  percent  larger  than  in  1955  and  slightly  more  than  in  the  I9U9-5U  period. 
Prices  received  by  farmers  in  late  summer  are  likely  to  average  substantially 
above  the  low  levels  of  a  year  earlier,  when  there  was  greater  competition 
from  the  late  spring  and  early  summer  crops.    No  production  estimate  for  the 
important  fall  crop  is  available,  but  reported  acreage  is  almost  as  large  as 
last  year. 
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A  substantial  cut  in  acreage  and  the  prospect  of  lower  yields  point  to 
the  smallest  sweetpotato  crop  on  record.    Supplies  in  the  1956-57  marketing 
season  are  likely  to  be  about  a  fourth  smaller  than  in  the  previous  year,  and 
prices  to  growers  are  expected  to  average  much  higher  than  the  low  levels  of  a 
year  earlier. 

Indications  are  that  the  1956  crop  of  dry  edible  "beans  will  be  a  little 
smaller  than  in  1955  and  that  carryover  stocks  will  be  lighter.    With  substan- 
tially the  same  support  level  as  a  year  earlier  and  with  smaller  supplies  in 
prospect,  prices  received  by  growers  during  the  1956-57  marketing  season  are 
likely  to  average  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Although  more  dry  peas  than  usual  will  be  needed  for  restocking  pur- 
poses after  coming  through  a  short-crop  year,  the  1956  prospective  production 
appears  to  be  considerably  in  excess  of  normal  domestic  and  export  require- 
ments.   Prices  for  1956-crop  peas  are  likely  to  average  substantially  below 
the  high  levels  of  the  last  three  years. 

COMMERCIAL  VEGETABLES  FOR  FRESH  MARKET 

Production  in  First  Half  of  1956 
Up  Slightly  From  Year  Earlier, 
Prices  Moderately  Higher 

Total  production  of  fresh  market  vegetables  for  both  winter  and  spring 
harvest  was  about  2  percent  larger  this  year  than  last,  and  well  above  the 
19^9-5^  average.    Among  the  more  important  winter-season  vegetables,  output  of 
cabbage,  lettuce  and  cauliflower  was  substantially  larger  and  output  of  celery 
and  spinach  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier;  production  of  tomatoes,  snap 
beans  and  sweet  corn  was  materially  smaller  and  production  of  green  peppers 
moderately  smaller  than  in  the  winter  of  1955*    Of  the  more  important  spring 
vegetables,  production  of  lettuce,  onions,  and  cabbage  was  significantly 
larger  than  a  year  earlier,  while  output  of  snap  beans,  broccoli,  cauliflower, 
and  cucumbers  was  significantly  smaller,  tonnage  of  sweet  corn  was  moderately 
smaller  than  in  the  spring  of  1955* 

Despite  the  slightly  larger  overall  supplies  of  vegetables  during  the 
first  half  of  1956  compared  with  a  year  earlier,  consumer  demand  was  strong 
and  prices  averaged  moderately  higher  than  in  the  first  6  months  of  1955* 

Slightly  Less  Production  of 

Vegetables  in  Prospect  This  Summer 
Than  Last,  Moderately  Higher  Prices 

Estimates  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  in  early  July  indicate  that  the 
aggregate  production  of  vegetables  and  melons  for  summer  harvest  is  likely  to 
be  a  little  smaller  this  year  than  last.    Crops  for  which  production  estimates 
are  currently  available  usually  make  up  about  80  percent  of  total  summer  ton- 
nage.   The  reduction  in  tonnage  this  year  is  largely  in  the  melon  group,  where 
tonnage  is  estimated  to  be  down  about  9  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    For  all 


TVS -121 


-  5  - 


other  vegetable  crops,  total  summer  output  is  expected  to  "be  a  little  larger 
than  a  year  ago.    However,  prospective  production  of  individual  crops  varies 
considerably  compared  with  a  year  earlier  and  with  the  averages.  Substan- 
tially larger  tonnages  than  last  summer  are  in  prospect  for  celery,  cucumbers, 
lettuce,  tomatoes,  and  spinach,  and  moderately  larger  tonnages  are  indicated 
for  cabbage  and  cauliflower.    On  the  other  hand,  moderately  smaller  tonnages 
are  in  prospect  for  snap  beans,  carrots,  sweet  corn,  green  peppers,  lima  beans, 
beets,  and  eggplant.    Acreage  and  production  of  green  peas  for  fresh  market 
continues  their  downtrend  with  both  plantings  and  prospective  output  substan- 
tially below  a  year  ago. 

Despite  a  lower  level  of  activity  in  the  automobile  industry  than  a 
year  earlier,  overall  economic  activity  in  the  last  half  of  the  year  is  ex- 
pected to  average  higher  than  in  the  last  half  of  1955*    Disposable  income  is 
likely  to  be  at  or  near  record  levels  and  consumer  demand  for  vegetables  is 
expected  to  continue  strong.    If  supplies  of  vegetables  for  summer  harvest  are 
no  larger  than  currently  indicated,  prices  received  by  growers  during  the  next 
2  months  are  expected  to  average  about  the  same  as  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

Prospects  For  Major 
Summer  Crops 

Cabbage 

Production  of  cabbage  was  significantly  larger  last  winter  and  spring 
than  a  year  earlier,  and  prices  averaged  considerably  lower.    However,  a 
smaller  tonnage  was  indicated  for  early  summer  harvest  and  by  early  June 
prices  had  moved  up  to  moderate  levels.    Prices  received  by  growers  on  June  15 
averaged  $48.20  a  ton,  about  a  fifth  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  15  percent 
above  the  19^9- 54  average. 

Estimates  of  cabbage  production  include  the  total  crop  used  both  for 
fresh  market  and  for  processing.    A  substantial  percentage  of  the  summer  crop 
is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  sauerkraut.    The  1956  early  summer  crop  is  esti- 
mated at  67,100  tons,  5  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier,  and  slightly  below 
the  1949-54  average.    But  the  prospective  late  summer  crop,  which  is  typically 
almost  three  times  as  large  as  early  summer  production,  is  estimated  to  be  up 
about  4  percent  from  a  year  earlier,  largely  as  a  result  of  increased  acreage 
and  production  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois.    Should  the  estimated  pro- 
duction materialize,  total  production  of  summer  cabbage  would  be  slightly 
larger  than  last  year. 

Preliminary  reports  indicate  about  13  percent  more  acres  of  early  fall 
cabbage  than  a  year  earlier  but  6  percent  less  than  the  1949-54  average.  The 
early  fall  crop,  largest  of  the  seasonal  crops,  provides  most  of  the  storage 
supplies  for  the  following  winter.    Substantial  quantities  of  this  crop  also 
go  into  the  manufacture  of  kraut.    The  late  fall  cabbage  crop  is  less  than 
10  percent  as  large  as  early  fall  production.    In  late  cabbage  areas  prospec- 
tive plantings  this  year  indicate  an  acreage  14  percent  smaller  than  last  year 
and  a  third  below  the  1949-54  average. 
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If  production  prospects  materialize,  prices  received  "by  farmers  for 
cabbage  for  summer  harvest  probably  will  average  below  the  June  level  but  near 
the  average  of  a  year  earlier.    Near  average  yields  on  the  larger  indicated 
acreage  of  fall  cabbage  would  result  in  materially  larger  supplies  than  a  year 
earlier.    Larger  supplies  would  be  expected  to  sell  at  prices  below  the  high 
levels  of  last  fall. 

Lettuce 

Both  the  winter  and  early  spring  crops  of  lettuce  were  larger  than  in 
1955  and  prices  for  this  period  averaged  well  below  those  of  a  year  earlier, 
and  substantially  below  the  19^9-5^  average.    However,  production  of  late 
spring  lettuce  was  moderately  smaller  than  last  year  and  by  mid-May  prices 
were  above  those  of  a  year  earlier;  by  mid-June  they  were  well  above  those  of 
mid-June,  1955>  and  substantially  above  the  19^9-5^  average.    Marketings  have 
increased  rapidly  in  recent  weeks,  and  in  early  July  prices  averaged  much 
lower  than  a  year  earlier. 

Early  July  reports  indicate  that  the  total  summer  lettuce  crop  approx- 
mates  11.1  million  crates.    This  is  a  record  high,  8  percent  above  last  year's 
crop  and  more  than  a  fifth  above  the  19^9-5^  average.    Acreage  in  California, 
which  normally  produces  about  three-fourths  of  the  summer  crop,  is  up  sharply 
from  that  of  a  year  earlier,  and  although  yields  are  expected  to  be  substan- 
tially lower  than  the  abnormally  high  levels  of  a  year  ago,  output  in  that 
State  is  expected  to  be  up  about"  9  percent.    Higher  yields  in  New  York  and  an 
increased  acreage  in  Colorado  are  expected  to  result  in  a  larger  production  in 
these  States, 

With  record  large  supplies  in  prospect,  prices  received  by  farmers  are 
expected  to  average  materially  lower  than  in  the  summer  of  1955;  when  movement 
of  supplies  to  market  was  unusually  well  balanced. 

Tomatoes 

Production  of  1956  winter-season  tomatoes  was  only  three-fifths  as 
large  as  that  of  1955  because  of  damage  caused  by  the  January  freeze  in 
Florida,  and  prices  received  by  growers  in  the  winter  period  were  substan- 
tially higher  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.    Although  production  of  tomatoes 
for  spring  harvest  was  a  little  larger  than  a  year  ago,  consumer  demand  was 
strong  and  prices  for  the  spring  period  averaged  above  those  of  1955 • 

Market  supplies  of  tomatoes  are  expected  to  be  substantially  larger 
this  summer  than  last.    Early  July  estimates  place  the  early  summer  crop  at  a 
record  19^,^00  tons,  about  a  fourth  more  than  last  year  or  the  19^9-5^  average. 
This  larger  crop  is  the  result  of  a  much  higher  prospective  production  in  the 
dominant  State  of  California.    Estimated  fresh  market  production  in  California 
is  more  than  double  that  of  last  year,  when  market  conditions  forced  diversion 
of  much  summer  production  to  canneries.    Indications  are  that  the  output  of 
late  summer  tomatoes  will  approximate  223,000  tons,  7  percent  more  than  in 
1955  but  10  percent  below  the  19^9-5*+  average. 


TVS -121 


-  7  - 


Prices  of  tomatoes  generally  decline  seasonally  into  September.  Con- 
sumer demand  is  expected  to  continue  strong,  "but  prospective  supplies  are 
heavy.    Barring  an  unusually  orderly  movement  of  supplies  to  market  prices 
received  by  growers  this  summer  are  likely  to  average  close  to  the  level  of  a 
year  earlier. 

Dry  Onions 

Total  production  of  spring  onions  in  1956  was  more  than  Uo  percent 
larger  than  in  1955  and  more  than  50  percent  above  the  19^9-5^  average.  Early 
spring  production  was  almost  twice  as  large  as  that  of  a  year  earlier  while 
late  spring  output  was  about  a  tenth  smaller. 

The  early-summer  production  is  estimated  at  1.5  million  50-pound  sacks, 
15  percent  less  than  last  year  and  10  percent  below  the  19^9-5^  average.  In 
the  second  week  of  July,  prices  for  yellow  onions,  f.o.b.  Walla  Walla, 
Washington,  averaged  more  than  3^"  times  those  of  a  year  earlier.    On  July  17, 
prices  for  onions  on  the  New  York  and  Chicago  wholesale  markets  averaged  about 
2-^  times  higher  than  a  year  previously. 

About  three -fourths  of  the  total  annual  output  of  onions  comes  from  the 
late -summer  crop  and  supplies  produced  for  storage  and  winter  sale  come  from 
this  crop.    Acreage  in  the  late -summer  areas  is  substantially  the  same  as  a 
year  ago.    Weather  this  spring  was  generally  unfavorable  for  development  of 
the  crop  in  New  York,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin.    First  production  estimates  will 
not  be  available  until  August  10. 

Cantaloups 


In  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  downward  trend  in  the  production 
of  cantaloups  for  early  summer  harvest.    Declining  production  is  due  to 
sharply  reduced  acreage  in  Arizona;  this  was  brought  about  largely  by  in- 
creased competition  from  spring  and  mid-summer  producing  areas,  and  by 
diseases  affecting  cantaloups.    During  the  same  period  production  of  canta- 
loups for  mid-summer  harvest  has  tended  to  increase,  primarily  because  of 
increased  acreage  and  production  in  California. 

Production  of  early  summer  cantaloups  this  year  is  about  a  fourth 
smaller  than  in  1955  and  more  than  50  percent  below  the  19^9-5^  average.  The 
important  mid-summer  crop  which  makes  up  nearly  three -fourths  of  total  summer 
tonnage  is  expected  to  be  down  Ik  percent  from  the  large  crop  of  a  year 
earlier  and  6  percent  below  the  19^9-54  average.    The  crop  in  California, 
which  produces  about  two-thirds  of  mid-summer  tonnage,  is  in  good  condition, 
but  production  is  down  sharply,  largely  as  a  result  of  the  smaller  acreage 
for  harvest. 

Weather  in  the  large  consuming  markets  was  relatively  cool  during  a 
large  part  of  the  spring  and  consumer  demand  for  melons  was  slow.    Prices  re- 
ceived for  cantaloups  through  early  July  averaged  substantially  lower  than  a 
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year  earlier.    However,  with  the  materially  smaller  supplies  in  prospect 
prices  received  hy  growers  in  August  and  September  are  expected  to  average 
well  ahove  the  relatively  low  levels  of  a  year  earlier. 


Watermelons 


Production  of  watermelons  for  summer  harvest  increased  sharply  since 
19^3.    Production  in  1951-55  averaged  almost  kO  percent  more  than  in  1935-39, 
with  all  of  the  increase  occurring  as  a  result  of  acreage  expansion  in  the 
early  summer  States.    Increased  yields  in  the  late  summer  areas  were  not  quite 
sufficient  to  offset  decreased  acreage  in  those  areas. 

Production  of  watermelons  for  early  summer  harvest,  which  makes  up 
about  90  percent  of  total  summer  tonnage,  is  expected  to  be  9  percent  less 
this  year  than  the  record  1955  crop,  but  13  percent  above  the  19^9-5^  average. 
Dry  weather  during  June  damaged  the  crop  particularly  in  South  Carolina  and 
Oklahoma.    Production  from  the  relatively  small  late  summer  areas  is  expected 
to  be  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  about  29  percent  larger  than  the 
191*9.51*  average. 

Production  of  watermelons  for  spring  harvest  was  about  the  same  as  a 
year  earlier  and  demand  in  the  consuming  markets  was  relatively  slow  because 
of  the  generally  cool  weather.    Also  volume  shipments  were  attained  earlier 
than  last  year  when  the  crop  developed  slowly  because  of  cold  weather  in 
Florida  and  California.    These  factors  resulted  in  lower  average  prices  to 
growers  of  melons  for  spring  harvest.    Prospects  are  for  substantially  smaller 
supplies  of  melons  this  summer  than  a  year  earlier  and  continued  high  consumer 
incomes.    Nevertheless,  supplies  promise  to  be  significantly  above  those  of 
most  recent  years.    Prices  received  by  growers  probably  will  average  a  little 
higher  than  the  low  prices  of  a  year  earlier,  but  are  likely  to  remain  at  very 
moderate  levels. 


VEGETABLES  FOR  COMMERCIAL  PROCESSING 


Carryover  of  C^nn^  Items  Smaller, 

Frozen  Items  Larger  Than  a  Year  Earlier 

Total  stocks  of  processed  vegetables  at  the  beginning  of  the  1956  pack 
year  were  substantially  smaller  than  in  1955*    Aggregate  stocks  of  major 
canned  items — snap  beans,  sweet  corn,  green  peas,  tomatoes  and  tomato  juice — 
were  materially  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  whereas  aggregate  stocks  of  minor 
vegetables  were  substantially  the  same.    Of  the  major  items,  latest  available 
data  indicate  that  stocks  of  corn  and  tomato  juice  were  much  smaller,  stocks 
of  beans  moderately  smaller,   and  holdings  of  peas  slightly  smaller  than  in 
1955*    Stocks  of  canned  tomatoes  probably  were  a  little  larger.    Stocks  of 
frozen  vegetables  on  July  1  were  about  11  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 
Holdings  of  asparagus,  broccoli,  cauliflower,  green  peas,  and  spinach  were 
significantly  larger  than  in  July  1955;  while  stocks  of  lima  beans,  snap 
beans,  Brussels  sprouts,  sweet  corn,  and  other  vegetables,  were  substantially 
smaller . 
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Pack  in  1956  Expected 

To  Be  Larger  Than  in  1955 

Data  available  in  early  July  indicated  that  a  larger  tonnage  of  vege- 
tables will  be  processed  this  year  than  last.    Estimates  made  by  the  Crop 
Reporting  Board  as  of  July  1  indicate  a  9  percent  larger  acreage  of  vegetable 
crops  for  commercial  processing.    Although  these  crops  do  not  include  aspar- 
agus, pimientos  or  open  market  purchases  of  cabbage  for  kraut,  they  usually 
account  for  about  9^  percent  of  the  total  planted  acreage  of  the  11  crops  for 
which  the  Department  makes  estimates . 

Early  in  the  season  unfavorable  weather  in  some  important  producing 
areas,  notably  in  the  Midwest  and  East,  delayed  planting  and  early  development 
of  a  number  of  crops.    But  in  recent  weeks  weather  has  been  more  favorable  and 
with  the  exception  of  tomatoes  and  cucumbers  for  pickles,  the  condition  of 
processing  crops  on  July  1  was  equal  to  or  above  last  year,  and  above  average. 
Aggregate  production  of  processing  crops  may  not  be  up  as  much  as  indicated 
acreage,  but  barring  serious  weather  adversities,  -  vegetable  processors  are 
expected  to  put  up  at  least  a  moderately  larger  canned  pack  in  1956.    The  fro- 
zen pack  this  year  is  expected  to  be  substantially  larger  than  in  1955,  re- 
flecting the  continued  growth  in  this  method  of  processing. 

Early  Prospects  For 
Principal  Crops 

Snap  Beans 

Snap  beans  in  recent  years  have  enjoyed  an  increasing  rate  of  consump- 
tion.   The  1956  crop  of  green  and  wax  beans  for  processing,  as  of  July  1,  was 
expected  to  be  moderately  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  more  than  a  fourth 
larger  than  the  19^5-5^  average.    Acreage  for  harvest  is  up  slightly  from  last 
year  and  1956  yield  is  expected  to  be  a  little  higher.    Largest  increases  in 
acreage  occurred  in  New  York,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan.    The  larger  anticipated 
production  plus  smaller  carryover  stocks  and  a  larger  population  add  up  to 
about  the  same  supplies  per  person  in  the  1956-57  marketing  season  as  in  the 
previous  season.    Considerable  promotion  in  recent  years,  including  price  con- 
cessions in  some  areas,  has  brought  this  item  increasingly  to  the  consumers' 
attention  and  resulted  in  larger  sales.    The  fully  adequate  supplies  in  pros- 
pect for  the  current  marketing  season  are  expected  to  move  into  consumption  at 
slightly  higher  prices  than  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  in  1956  for  snap  beans  for  processing  prob- 
ably will  average  substantially  the  same  as  in  1955. 

Sweet  Corn 

Early  estimates  indicate  about  W3o,000  acres  of  sweet  corn  for  process- 
ing this  year.    This  is  about  18  percent  more  than  in  1955,  hut  about  3  percent 
less  than  the  19^5-5^  average.    Acreage  for  freezing,  which  normally  represents 
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less  than  15  percent  of  the  total,  is  up  23  percent,  while  acreage  for  canning 
is  up  17  percent.    Acreage  is  up  from  a  year  earlier  in  all  sections  of  the 
country  and  in  every  major  producing  State.    The  important  Midwestern  States 
accounted  for  almost  two-thirds  of  the  total  increase  in  acreage,  with 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  accounting  for  almost  half  the  total  increase.  The 
"biggest  relative  increase,  36  percent,  occurred  in  the  West. 

As  of  July  1  the  condition  of  the  crop  was  estimated  to  be  moderately 
above  that  of  a  year  earlier  and  well  above  average.    Since  carryover  stocks 
of  corn  were  much  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  a  larger  pack  is  needed  to  meet 
normal  trade  requirements.    If  yields  on  the  indicated  acreage  should  be 
slightly  higher  than  last  year,  per  capita  supplies  would  be  only  moderately 
larger  than  the  relatively  low  levels  of  1955-56. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  sweet  corn  for  processing  in  1956  are 
expected  to  average  considerably  higher  than  last  year. 

Green  Peas 

Reports  on  July  15  indicated  prospective  1956  production  of  green  peas 
for  processing  at  almost  529*000  tons.    This  is  16  percent  larger  tonnage  than 
in  1955  and  a  fifth  larger  than  the  19^5-5^  average.    The  larger  production  is 
a  result  of  a  9  percent  increase  in  acreage  and  a  6  percent  increase  in  esti- 
mated yield.    The  geographic  distribution  of  prospective  production  compared 
with  a  year  earlier  reflects  the  1956  weather  pattern.    Despite  a  7  percent 
increase  in  acreage  in  the  midwestern  States,  unfavorable  weather  has  resulted 
in  the  prospect  for  15  percent  less  tonnage.    In  the  western  States  on  the 
other  hand  weather  has  been  favorable,  particularly  in  Washington  and  Oregon, 
and  with  a  Ik  percent  increase  in  acreage,  production  promises  to  be  about 
80  percent  larger  than  last  year.    Separate  production  estimates  are  not 
available  for  canning  and  freezing.    But  reports  from  canners  and  freezers  in 
early  March  indicated  that  the  acreage  for  the  fast -growing  freezing  industry 
might  be  up  considerably  more  percentagewise  than  acreage  for  canning. 
Acreage  for  freezing  represents  a  little  less  than  a  third  of  the  total. 

Total  carryover  stocks  of  canned  green  peas  were  not  significantly 
different  from  the  low  level  of  a  year  earlier.    Thus,  if  the  1956  pack  should 
be  as  large  as  indicated  production,  supplies  of  canned  peas  in  the  1956-57 
marketing  season  will  be  substantially  larger  than  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
Stocks  of  frozen  peas  at  the  beginning  of  the  pack  year  were  substantially 
larger  than  in  1955 >  and  the  1956  pack  is  expected  to  be  up  materially.  This 
probably  indicates  far  the  current  marketing  season  a  continuation  of  the 
trend  toward  larger  per  capita  consumption  of  frozen  peas. 

Contract  prices  received  by  farmers  for  the  better  grades  of  peas 
for  processing  in  1956  are  expected  to  average  moderately  higher  than  those 
for  the  1955  crop. 


TVS -121 


-  11  - 


Tomatoes 

Estimated  acreage  of  tomatoes  for  processing  is  U  percent  larger  this 
year  than  last,  hut  13  percent  less  than  the  19^5-5^  average.  Increasing 
average  yields  in  recent  years  have  more  than  offset  declining  acreage  so  that 
total  production  has  increased.    Although  tomatoes  for  processing  are  widely 
grown  on  a  commercial  scale,  California,  on  the  average,  has  close  to  a  third 
of  the  total  acreage  and  produces  ahout  half  of  the  total  tonnage.    Acreage  in 
California  this  year  is  reported  to  he  up  29  percent  from  1955  and  the  largest 
since  1951.    Among  other  of  the  more  important  producing  States,  acreage  is  up 
k  percent  in  New  York,  20  percent  in  Ohio,  11  percent  in  Indiana,  and  5  per- 
cent in  Virginia;  acreages  are  significantly  sma.13.er  in  Maryland,  Florida  and 
Utah,  and  much  smaller  in  Texas. 

July  1  condition,  for  the  crop  as  a  whole,  was  85  percent,  slightly 
helow  a  year  earlier  and  average.    Yields  near  the  1952-55  average  on  indi- 
cated acreage  would  result  in  a  substantially  larger  pack  than  a  year  earlier. 
Because  the  carryover  stocks  of  tomato  juice  are  much  smaller  than  average  a 
large  part  of  the  increased  output  may  he  used  for  this  item.    Supplies  of 
canned  whole  tomatoes  and  tomato  products  in  the  1956-57  marketing  season  may 
he  only  moderately  larger  than  in  1955-56,  hut  supplies  of  tomato  juice  are 
likely  to  he  substantially  larger  than  the  relatively  light  supplies  of  a  year 
earlier. 

Prices  received  by  contract  growers  of  tomatoes  for  processing  in  1956 
are  expected  to  average  at  least  moderately  higher  than  those  of  a  year  ear- 
lier, hut  ahout  the  same  as  the  19^5-5^  average. 

Cabbage  for  Sauerkraut 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimates  the  1956  contract  acreage  and  acre- 
age controlled  by  packers  of  cabbage  for  kraut  at  9*890  acres,  29  percent 
above  that  of  last  year  but  about  the  same  as  the  19^5-5^  average.    The  July  1 
condition  of  cabbage  for  kraut  was  93  percent,  compared  with  91  percent  on 
July  1,  1955  and  the  19^+5-54  average  of  85  percent.    Although  no  production 
estimate  will  be  available  until  August  10,  yields  near  the  1952-55  average 
would  result  in  almost  a  third  more  tonnage  from  contract  acreage  than  the 
small  1955  output.    In  most  years  open  market  purchases  of  cabbage  for  kraut 
amount  to  ^0  to  50  percent  of  total  cabbage  used  for  kraut. 

Cucumbers  for  Pickles 

According  to  preliminary  estimates  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  the 
acreage  planted  to  cucumbers  for  pickles  this  year  is  7  percent  less  than  last 
year  and  lk  percent  below  the  19^5-5^  average.    A  small  increase  in  acreage  in 
the  important  midwestern  group  of  States  and  a  substantial  percentage  increase 
in  the  less  important  Pacific  Coast  States  was  not  sufficient  to  offset  a 
16  percent  decrease  in  South  Atlantic  States.    Yields  near  the  1952-55  aver- 
age, on  the  indicated  acreage,  would  result  in  a  materially  smaller  output 
than  in  195 5 >  &ncL  fewer  pickles  than  have  been  moved  Into  consumption  in 
recent  years. 
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Other  Vegetables 
For  Processing 

The  1956  acreage  of  green  lima  beans  for  processing  is  about  3  percent 
larger  than  in  1955  and  9  percent  above  the  19^5-5^  average.    A  28-percent  in- 
crease in  California  acreage  more  than  offsets  declines  in  some  of  the  other 
States.    Because  California  yields  are  about  50  percent  above  the  national 
average,  a  larger  lima  bean  crop  than  last  year  seems  assured. 

The  1956  winter  and  spring  crop  of  spinach  for  processing,  which  typi- 
cally makes  up  about  three-fourths  of  the  annual  total,  is  estimated  at 
105,*J-00  tons,  12  percent  above  that  of  a  year  earlier  and  almost  a  third  above 
the  1945-5^  average.    The  first  estimate  of  fall  production  for  processing 
will  be  released  on  November  9* 

Early  reports  indicate  that  acreage  of  beets  for  canning  is  likely  to 
be  up  almost  a  fifth  from  that  of  a  year  earlier  and  28  percent  above  the 
19^5-5^  average.    Yields  last  year  were  very  low.    More  normal  yields,  on  the 
indicated  acreage,  would  result  in  a  much  larger  production  than  last  year  and 
much  above  the  19^5-5^+  average. 


POTATOES 

Background 

Annual  potato  production  in  the  United  States  has  fluctuated  rather 
widely  in  the  last  three  decades,  but  has  not  shown  any  discernible  trend. 
Production  during  the  10  years  1933-^2  averaged  218  million  hundredweight. 
Under  the  stimulus  of  war  and  immediate  postwar  conditions  and  Government 
price-support  programs,  production  rose  to  a  record  high  of  292  million  hun- 
dredweight in  19^+6;  and  for  the  period  19^3-50  annual  output  averaged  257  mil- 
lion hundredweight.    During  World  War  II  heavy  military  requirements  and  some 
increase  in  civilian  per  capita  consumption  generally  held  prices  of  potatoes 
at  or  above  support  levels  and  few  potatoes  were  acquired  by  the  Government 
during  this  period.    But  in  the  Immediate  postwar  years  a  smaller  military 
take  and  declining  per  capita  civilian  consumption  resulted  in  heavy  purchases 
of  surplus  potatoes  under  the  Government  price  support  program.    Since  the 
crop  year  1950  potatoes  have  not  been  under  direct  price  supports,  and  produc- 
tion during  the  last  five  years  has  averaged  slightly  below  the  prewar  aver- 
age. 

In  the  last  crop  year,  1955>  potato  production  amounted  to  227  million 
hundredweight,  the  largest  crop  since  1950.    The  crop  was  considerably  in 
excess  of  normal  trade  requirements  and  resulted  in  sharply  declining  prices 
from  June  into  early  fall.    Mid-month  prices  in  September  and  October  were  at 
their  lowest  levels  for  those  dates  since  19^1. 
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In  September  1955  "the  Department  put  into  effect  a  potato  diversion 
program  under  which  growers  received  supplementary  payments  for  certain  speci- 
fied grades  and  sizes  of  potatoes  diverted  into  starch,  flour  and  livestock 
feed.    Under  the  program,  which  expired  May  31,  8.7  million  hundredweight  of 
potatoes  were  diverted  to  starch  and  600,000  hundredweight  to  livestock  feed. 

Although  our  foreign  trade  in  potatoes  is  relatively  small  compared 
with  total  production  and  is  conducted  mainly  with  Canada,  an  unusual  outlet 
for  1955  crop  potatoes  was  the  sale  in  late  winter  of  about  520,000  hundred- 
weight of  Maine  potatoes  to  Spain  and  60,000  hundredweight  to  Sweden,  Despite 
the  large  1955  crop  in  the  United  States,  exports  in  the  period  July-April 
amounted  to  only  about  3  million  hundredweight,  almost  10  percent  less  than 
was  exported  in  the- same  period  a  year  earlier.    In  late  June,  New  Zealand 
purchased  about  269,000  hundredweight  of  1956  crop  California  potatoes* 
Canada  also  had  a  large  crop  in  1955  and  not  only  imported  fewer  U.  S.  pota- 
toes but  upped  her  exports  to  this  country.    The  United  States  imported 'almost 
2  million  hundredweight  of  potatoes  from  July  1,  1955  to  April  3°,  1956,  com- 
pared with  about  1  million  hundredweight  a  year  earlier. 

Production  So  Par  This  Year 
Below  That  of  A  Year  Ago 

According  to  early  July  estimates  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board,  produc- 
tion of  winter  and  early  spring  potatoes  was  moderately  larger  than  in  1955 • 
However,  the  relatively  important  late  spring  crop  was  about  11  percent 
smaller  this  year  than  last;  and  indications  are  that  the  early  summer  produc- 
tion is  substantially  smaller  than  a  year  ago.    These  seasonal  estimates  add 
up  to  about  8  percent  fewer  potatoes  produced  through  early  summer  than  a  year 
ago. 

Prospects  For  Larger  Crop  in 

Late  Summer;  Fall  Acreage  Almost 
As  Large  As  Last  Year 

The  Department's  first  forecast  of  output  of  1956  late  summer  potatoes 
places  probable  production  at  33*9  million  hundredweight,  about  7  percent  more 
than  last  year  and  slightly  above  the  19I&9-5U  average.    Acreage  planted  in 
1956  is  about  U  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  yields  are  expected  to 
average  a  little  higher. 

From  the  standpoint  of  volume  the  fall  crop  is  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant, accounting  on  the  average  for  about  two-thirds  of  total  annual  produc- 
tion and  for  more  than  80  percent  of  the  combined  late  summer  and  fall  produc- 
tion.   No' production  estimate  is  available  for  the  late  fall  crop  until 
August  10,  but  acreage  for  harvest  is  almost  as  large  as  a  year  earlier. 
Yields  by  areas  near  the  average  of  recent  years,  on  the  indicated  acreage, 
would  result  in  only  a  slightly  to  moderately  smaller  crop  than  the  large  crop 
of  1955. 
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Fall  Acreage  Down  in 

Eastern  and  Central  States, 
Up  in  Western  States 

In  the  eastern  group  of  States  acreage  of  potatoes  for  1956  fall  har- 
vest is  down  8  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    The  3  percent  increase  in  the 
dominant  State  of  Maine  was  more  than  offset  by  substantially  smaller  acreages 
on  Long  Island,  in  Upstate  New  York  and  in  Pennsylvania.    Acreage  for  fall 
harvest  is  down  1  percent  in  the  Central  States.    In  this  area,  increases  in 
North  Dakota  and  Minnesota  were  a  little  more  than  offset  by  reductions  in 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska  and  Indiana. 

In  the  western  group  of  States  acreage  for  fall  harvest  is  up  8  percent 
from  1955  with  larger  plantings  in  all  States  except  Washington.    In  Washing- 
ton some  shifting  of  acreage  to  the  late  summer  crop  accounts  for  the  lower 
acreage  reported  for  fall  harvest.    Acreage  in  Idaho,  which  usually  produces 
about  half  the  total  for  the  Western  area,  is  up  about  12  percent. 

Prices  and  Price  Prospects 
For  195^  Crop  Potatoes 

Stocks  of  potatoes  on  January  1,  195&  were  larger  than  a  year  earlier 
and  production  of  winter-season  potatoes  was  heavier  than  in  1955*  These 
larger  supplies  generally  held  prices  to  growers  a  little  below  year  earlier 
levels  during  early  winter.    As  old  crop  potatoes  began  to  clean  up  earlier 
than  usual  in  most  areas  and  consumer  demand  continued  strong,  prices  of  both 
old  and  new  crop  potatoes  by  mid-March  were  above  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  remained  at  a  relatively  high  level,  but  in  mid-April  they  were  well 
below  the  extremely  high  prices  of  April  1955  when  marketings  were  relatively 
light  and  there  was  grave  concern  over  freeze  damage  to  the  late  spring  crop. 
For  the  period  January-June  this  year "prices  of  new  crop  potatoes  have  aver- 
aged about  the  same  as  those  of  a  year  earlier.    During  the  last  three  months, 
however,  production  has  been  smaller  than  in  1955  and  prices  have  been  materi- 
ally higher  than  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

Demand  for  potatoes  at  the  farm  level,  and  particularly  for  late  summer 
and  fall  potatoes,  is  very  inelastic.    This  means  that  a  given  percentage 
change  in  supply  results  in  an  opposite  and  much  greater  percentage  change  in 
prices.    Present  prospects  point  to  more  potatoes  for  late  summer  harvest. 
This  crop  is  moving  into  markets  not  burdened  by  large  supplies  from  the  pre- 
vious seasonal  crops,  as  happened  in  1955*    Indications  are  that  disposable 
income  per  person  will  remain  high,  perhaps  at  a  record  level.    Prices  to 
growers  of  potatoes  for  late  summer  harvest  are  expected  to  average  substan- 
tially above  the  low  levels  of  a  year  earlier. 
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SWEETPOTATOES 

Review  of  1955-56 
Season 

The  1955  crop  of  sveet potatoes  totaled  almost  21  million  hundredweight, 
3.3  million  hundredweight  more  than  in  1951*  and  the  largest  crop  since  1950. 
The  large  production  was  due  to  record  yields;  acreage  was  down  from  the  pre- 
vious year.    The  heavy  supplies  began  to  weigh  on  the  market  early  in  the 
marketing  season  and  by  mid-September  average  prices  received  by  farmers 
stood  at  $l.k2  per  bushel,  the  lowest  midmonth  price  since  January  19^3* 
Despite  depressed  prices,  sweetpotato  movement  was  slow  and  showed  no  signs  of 
picking  up  sufficiently  to  move  the  large  supplies.    In  early  November  the 
Department  put  into  effect  a  sweetpotato  purchase  program  in  Louisiana.  The 
program  expired  December  31,  "but  was  reactivated  in  mid-February  and  a  few 
weeks  later  purchase  authorization  was  extended  to  North  Carolina,  New  Jersey, 
Texas  and  Virginia.    Approximately  238,000  hundredweight  of  sweetpotatoes  were 
purchased  under  the  program  which  expired  in  early  May.    Although  the  program 
undoubtedly  helped  to  improve  prices,  the  average  price  for  the  season  was 
about  a  fourth  lower  than  that  of  a  year  earlier  and  almost  a  third  below 
average. 

Materially  Smal ler 
Production 

Indicated  for  1956 

A  substantial  reduction  in  acreage  and  the  prospect  of  lower  yields 
point  to  a  much  smaller  sweetpotato  crop  than  last  year.    Average  yields  last 
year  were  a  record  high.    The  prospective  1956  crop  of  15*7  million  hundred- 
weight is  a  fourth  smaller  than  the  large  1955  crop  and  about  a  fifth  smaller 
than  the  19^9-5^  average. 

The  cut  in  acreage  this  year  is  general,  resulting  largely  from  low 
prices  received  for  the  1955  crop.    A  downward  trend  in  acreage  and  production 
has  occurred  in  recent  years,  caused,  in  part,  by  heavy  labor  requirements, 
susceptibility  of  the  plant  to  serious  damage  from  diseases  and  insects,  and 
greater  prosperity  in  the  South  accompanied  by  declining  emphasis  on  produc- 
tion for  home  use.    Of  the  more  important  producing  States,  only  one — 
Georgia — reported  a  larger  acreage  in  1956  than  in  1955*    North  Carolina 
reported  the  same  acreage  as  a  year  earlier,  and  all  other  major  States  re- 
ported less  acreage.    Louisiana,  which  during  the  last  two  seasons  produced 
more  than  a  fourth  of  the  total  crop,  reported  26  percent  less  acreage  than  a 
year  earlier,  with  estimated  production  down  31  percent.    Among  other  of  the 
more  important  States,  prospective  production  is  down  7  percent  in  North 
Carolina,  1*7  percent  in  South  Carolina,  22  percent  in  Virginia,  13  percent  in 
New  Jersey,  10  percent  in  Georgia,  13  percent  in  Mississippi,  25  percent  in 
Tennessee,  31  percent  in  Alabama,  and  60  percent  in  Texas. 
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Prices  in  the  1936-37  Marketing 
Season  Likely  to  Average  Much 
Higher  Than  a  Year  Earlier 

Demand  for  sweetpotatoes  in  the  1956-57  marketing  season  probably  will 
be  essentially  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.    Size  of  the  1956  crop  will 
therefore  be  the  primary  factor  to  determine  prices  received  by  farmers  in 
1956-57*    Production  in  1956  promises  to  be  substantially  smaller  than  last 
year,  and  prices  for  the  1956-57  marketing  season  are  expected  to  average 
much  higher  than  the  low  levels  of  a  year  earlier. 

DRY  EDIBLE  BEANS 

Smaller  But  Adequate  Supplies 
in  Prospect  for  1956-57  Season 

Estimates  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  on  July  1  place  the  probable 
production  of  dry  edible  beans  in  1956  at  16.1  million  100-pound  bags 
(cleaned  basis).    This  is  5  percent  smaller  than  in  1955  but  about  the  same 
as  the  19^5-5^  average. 

Production  in  1955  was  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  but  because 
of  a  relatively  good  movement  into  foreign  and  domestic  outlets  carryover 
stocks  into  the  new  crop  year  will  be  a  little  smaller  than  a  year  ago.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  1955-56  marketing  season  exports  were  lighter  than  in 
the  previous  season.    But  in  recent  months  shipments  abroad  have  picked  up  and 
exports  in  the  February- August  period  are  expected  to  be  substantially  larger 
than  those  of  a  year  earlier.    With  plentiful  supplies  and  lower  prices  of 
most  types  of  dry  edible  beans  in  the  1955-56  marketing  season,  it  seems 
likely  that  domestic  disappearance  will  be  moderately  larger  than  a  year  ear- 
lier. 

Indications  at  present  are  that  overall  supplies  of  dry  beans  in  the 
coming  year  will  be  smaller  than  last  year  at  which  time  considerable  quan- 
tities were  placed  under  price  support.    Nevertheless,  total  supplies  probably 
will  be  adequate  to  meet  domestic  and  normal  commercial  export  demand. 

Estimates  bv_  Areas 
Give  Indication  of 
Production  by  Classes 

In  California  the  crop  of  dry  Baby  Limas  is  estimated  at  479,000 
100-pound  bags  (cleaned  basis),  about  50  percent  larger  than  the  small  1955 
output,  but  little  more  than  half  the  19^5-5^  average.    Production  of  Large 
Limas  is  expected  to  amount  to  a  little  more  than  a  million  bags,  h  percent 
less  than  in  1955  and  about  7  percent  below  average.    Prospective  production 
of  other  dry  beans  in  California,  mostly  Blackeye,  Pink  and  Small  White,  is 
down  13  percent  from  a  year  earlier,  but  12  percent  above  average.  Total 
production  of  all  dry  beans  in  the  State  is  estimated  at  3*9  million 
100-pound  bags,  down  about  5  percent  from  last  year. 
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Total  production  in  the  Northwest  is  estimated  at  k.6  million  bags, 
10  percent  below  a  year  ago,  but  about  the  same  as  the  19^5-5^  average.  In 
Nebraska  and  Wyoming,  States  in  which  Great  Northerns  and  Pintos  are  major 
classes,  aggregate  prospective  production  is  down  7  percent  from  a  year 
earlier  and  18  percent  below  the  19^5-5^  average.    The  decrease  in  estimated 
production  from  the  1955  level  is  the  result  of  a  substantial  decrease  in 
acreage  and  the  prospect  of  moderately  lower  yields  in  Nebraska.    In  Idaho, 
where  Great  Northerns,  Pintos  and  Small  Reds  are  the  major  classes,  pros- 
pective production  is  down  13  percent  from  last  year  and  6  percent  below 
average . 

Prospective  production  in  the  Southwest,  where  Pintos  are  the  princi- 
pal class,  is  placed  at  1.9  million  bags,  about  a  tenth  less  than  in  1955  and 
15  percent  below  the  19^5-5^  average. 

Indicated  production  in  the  Northeast  is  5*7  million  100 -pound  bags, 
only  fractionally  larger  than  a  year  earlier  but  about  a  tenth  larger  than  the 
19^5-5^  average.    In  Michigan,  the  principal  producer  of  Pea  beans  and  the 
most  important  producing  State  in  the  Northeast,  estimated  production  is 
k.k  million  bags,  about  6  percent  less  than  last  year  but  almost  a  fifth  above 
average.    In  New  York  State,  where  Red  Kidney  and  Pea  beans  are  the  main 
classes,  production  is  estimated  at  1.3  million  bags  a  third  larger  than  last 
year  but  8  percent  below  average.    An  increase  in  prospective  production  may 
be  expected  from  a  substantially  larger  acreage  of  beans  for  harvest  than  that 
of  last  year,  and  from  probable  moderately  higher  yields. 

Price  Support  Operations 
For  1955  Crop  Beans 

Support  prices  for  1955  crop  beans  were  about  a  dollar  a  hundred  pounds 
lower  than  the  previous  year,  and  in  1955  fewer  crop  beans  were  placed  under 
support.    About  3«5  million  100-pound  bags  of  1955  crop  beans  were  placed 
under  price  support  compared  with  ^.0  million  bags  of  195^  crop  beans.  Of 
19514.  production  about  3  million  100-pound  bags,  or  17  percent  of  the  crop, 
were  delivered  to  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation.    There  was  a  good  rate  of 
outmovement  from  CCC  stocks  during  the  June  1955 -June  1956  period.    In  early 
July  1956  only  O.k  million  hundredweight  of  195^  crop  beans  and  0.9  million 
hundredweight  of  1955  crop  beans  remained  in  CCC  inventory. 

Price  Prospects  for 

1956~Crop  Beans 
_______ 

The  national  average  support  price  for  dry  edible  beans  has  been  set 
at  $6.31  per  100  pounds,  5  cents  per  hundredweight  lower  than  the  support 
level  for  1955  crop  beans.    Details  of  the  price  support  program  for  1956 
crop  beans  were  discussed  in  the  April  1956  issue  of  The  Vegetable  Situation. 
With  substantially  the  same  support  level  as  a  year  earlier,  and  supplies 
expected  to  be  smaller,  prices  received  by  growers  during  the  1956-57  market- 
ing season  are  likely  to  average  somewhat  higher  than  those  of  a  year 
earlier. 
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DRY  FIELD  PEAS 

Much  Larger  Crop 

In  Prospect  For  1956 

The  relatively  favorable  prices  that  farmers  received  for  dry  peas 
during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  and  particularly  the  high  prices  of  the 
last  two  years,  appear  to  be  largely  responsible  for  the  considerable  increase 
in  acreage  this  year.    Planted  acreage  on  July  1  is  reported  to  be  up  30  per- 
cent from  that  of  a  year  earlier.    All  producing  States  indicate  either  an 
increase  or  the  same  acreage  as  in  1955*    But  most  important  from  an  overall 
production  standpoint,  are  acreage  increases  of  26  percent  in  Washington  and 
k2  percent  in  Idaho.    Growing  conditions  for  dry  peas  have  been  unusually  good 
this  year,  particularly  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

Extremely  low  yields  were  the  cause  of  sma.H  production,  tight  sup- 
plies and  high  prices  of  the  current  marketing  season.    Prospective  production 
on  the  1956  acreage  is  estimated  at  4.8  million  100-pound  bags  (cleaned  basis), 
almost  double  the  short  1955  crop  and  almost  a  fourth  larger  than  the  19^5-5^- 
average . 

Prices  For  1956  Crop 
Peas  Expected  To  Be 
Substantial 1y  Lower 

The  prospective  1956  production  appears  to  be  substantially  in  excess 
of  normal  domestic  and  export  requirements.    Although  more  peas  than  usual 
will  be  needed  for  restocking  purposes,  farmers  are  likely  to  have  trouble 
disposing  of  such  a  large  crop,  even  at  prices  well  below  the  high  levels  of 
recent  years. 
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Table  3       Vegetables,  fresh:    Representative  prices  (l.c.l.  sales)  for  stock  of  generally  good  quality 
and  condition  (u.  S.  No.  1  when  available),  New  York  and  Chicago,  indicated  periods,  1955  and  1956 


:              Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 

Market 

:  State 

i?55 

1956 

and 
commodity 

:  of 
:  origin 

:  Unit 

May 

;  17 

June 

:  ik 

July 
;  12 

May 

;  15 

June 
;  12 

:  July 
'.  10 

:  Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol. 

New  York: 

Asparagus 

.New  Jersey 

Pyramid  crt. 

:  k.13 

4.03 

— 

^.53 

1+.12 

— 

Beans,  snap,  green 

1.62 

Valentine 

:New  Jersey 

:         Bu.  hamper 

:   







3-75 

Beets,  bunched 

•New  Jersey 

1-3/5  bu.  crt. 

:   

.87 

.81+ 



1.77 

.88 

Broccoli,  bunched 

:  California 

14' s  small  crt. 

:  2.93 

3-50 

— 

3.38 

2.98 

3.50 

Cabbage : 

1-3 A  tu'  crt' 

Domestic,  round  type 

.  Virginia 

:   

.87 

— 



1.52 

— 

Domestic,  round  type 

:New  Jersey 

1-3/5  bu.  bx. 

:   

.81 

.85 





•  90 

Cantaloup 

California 

36 's  jumbo  crt. 

:   

9.00 

7.50 



8.57 

7.12 

Carrots ,  topped 

California 

1+8  1  lb.  film  bag 

crt. 

1+.12 

I+.87 

3.83 

1+.03 

1+.62 

1+.22 

Cauliflower 

New  Jersey 

1-3/5  bu.  bx. 



1-75 

— 



I.89 



Celery 

3-6  doz.  16  in.  crt. 

Golden  Heart 

Florida 

'  U.25 

— 

— 

3.50 

5.70 



Pascal 

California 

2-1/2  doz.  16  in. 

crt. 

U.  75 

4.50 

3.69 

^.39 

5-19 

Cucumbers 

Florida 

bu.  bkt. 

6.25 

— 

— 

7.19 

5.50 



Eggplant 

Florida 

bu.  bkt. 

3-75 

3-25 

1.77 

3.35 

2.1+7 

3-!+0 

Escarole 

Florida 

1-1/9  hu.  crt. 

1.75 

1.08 

•97 

2.31 

2.85 

•  9^ 

Honeydews 

California 

9-12 's  std.  crt. 

1+.25 

3.23 

Lettuce ,  Iceberg 

California 

2  doz.  cart. 

— 

2.75 

3-90 

3.75 

3.62 

1.85 

Onions, 

Yellow  Bermuda 

Texas 

50  lb.  sk. 

2.55 

2.85 

— _ 

3.09 

5.66 

6.13 

Yellow,  Grano  large 

Texas 

50  lb.  sk. 

— 

2.62 

— 

2.1+1 

1+.10 



Peppers,  green 

Florida 

Bu.  bkt. 

3.25 

I+.05 

— 

3-39 

7.1+8 



Spinach,  Savoy 

New  Jersey 

1-1/2  bu.  bx. 

•  55 

.68 

— 

.85 

.61 

1.25 

Tomatoes,  unwrapped 

Florida 

6x6  60-lb.  crt. 

Q.k2 

— 

— 

8.90 

10.30 



Watermelons 

South 
Carolina 

Charleston  Gray  30- 
lb.  ev.  per  melon 

— 

1.1+5 



— 

1.15 

Chicago: 

Asparagus,  bunched 

Illinois 

12  1-lb.  pyramid 

Beans,  snap,  green, 

crt. 

3.00 

3.50 

— 

2.19 

2.50 



Valentine 

Mississippi 

Bu.  hamper 



2.1+0 

— 



5.25 



Beets,  bunched  ; 

Illinois  : 

1-3/5  bu.  bx. 



.90 

•  35 



1.50 

1.00 

Broccoli  : 

California  : 

lVs  l/2  crt. 

2.65 

3.10 

— 

2.65 

2.75 

3.00 

Cabbage,  Domestic,  : 

• 

Round  type  : 

Illinois  : 

U0-50  lb.  open  crt.: 





1.00 



— 

1.75 

Cantaloup  ; 

Arizona  : 

36 's  Jumbo  crt. 





6.50 

9.25 

6.00 

Carrots,  topped,  washed 

California  : 

50  lb.  sk. 

2.75 

2.D0 

2.60 

2.50 

2.90 

2.1+5 

Celery  : 

Pascal  : 

California  : 

2-3  doz. 

^•35 

3.90 

1+.00 

3.85 

5.05 

1+.00 

Pascal  : 

Florida  : 

2-3  doz.  : 

3.90 

3- ho 



3-35 

I+.60 

— 

Cucumbers  : 

Florida  : 

Bu.  bkt.  : 

5-75 

— 



6.75 

— 

Eggplant  : 

Florida  : 

Bu.  bkt.  : 

3.75 

2.65 

2.1+0 

Honeydews  : 

California  : 

12*6  std.  flat  crt. : 



2.90 

Lettuce,  Iceberg,  dry  : 

pack  : 

California  : 

2  doz.  heads,  cart.: 

2.1+0 

2.60 

3.50 

3.00 

2.65 

2.10 

Onions  : 

Crystal  White  Wax,  med.  : 

Texas  : 

50  lb.  sk.  : 

3.60 

3.25 

2.75 

1+.00 

Yellow,  Bermuda  : 

Texas  : 

50  lb.  sk.  : 

2.30 

2.1+0 

2.70 

5.10 

Peppers,  green  : 

Florida  : 

Bu.  bkt.  : 

3.25 

1+.25 

1+.15 

6.50 

Spinach  : 

Illinois  : 

Bu.  bkt.  : 

.85 

1.00 

1.15 

1-35 

.70 

3.00 

Watermelons  : 

Florida  : 

Charleston  Gray  2k-: 
32  lb.  av.  : 

6.50 

1+.25 

^.75 
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Table   4--  Vegetables,  commercial  for  fresh  market:    Index  numbers  (unadjusted) 
of  prices  received  by  farmers,  as  of  15th  of  the  month,  United  States 
by  months  average,  1935-39;  average  1947-49,  and  1950  to  date 


(1910-1914  =  100) 


Period  > 

\  Jan. 

:  Feb. 

'  Mar. 

\  Apr. 

!  May  ; 

June 

July 

)  Aug. 

Sept. 

;oct. 

'Nov. 

|Dec. 

!  Av. 

1935-39 

'  114 

121 

133 

130 

125 

98 

87 

82 

8l 

QO 

jaj  ( 

1947-49 

288 

305 

310 

308 

277 

215 

207 

196 

193 

20k 

24i 

2k6 

2h9 

Year  : 

1950 

257 

213 

195 

276 

231 

211 

200 

170. 

156 

I65 

214 

2k9 

211 

1951 

338 

346 

288 

333 

276 

215 

203 

197 

190 

211 

290 

343 

269 

1952  : 

301 

249 

2.9k 

3U1 

311 

294 

289 

240 

203 

224 

266 

281 

274 

1953  : 

263 

262 

2k9 

254 

251 

289 

246 

201 

192 

198 

224 

235 

239 

1954  : 

247 

227 

230 

266 

21+7 

197 

228 

199 

173 

190 

226 

221 

221 

1955  1/  i 

257 

258 

2l+9 

270 

263 

220 

223 

211 

230 

223 

231 

231 

240 

1956  2/  : 

244 

244 

258 

260 

272 

310 

l/  Revised.    In  addition  to  the  vegetables  included  in  the  series  published  prior  to  January 
1954,  the  following  have  been  added;  broccoli,  sweet  corn,  cucumbers,  and  watermelons. 
2 1  Preliminary. 


Table  Truck  crops  for  processing:    Planted  acreage  and  estimated 

production,  average  1945-54,  annual  1955  and  indicated  1956 


Crop 

Planted 

acreage 

Production 

:  Average 
:  1945-54 

I  1955 

•.Indicated 

:  1956 

1956  as 
per- 
centage 
of  1955 

Average 
1945-54 

!  1955 

: Indicated 
:  1956 

:  Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Percent 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Beans,  green,  lima  l/  : 

99,120 

105,320 

108,430 

103 

78,190 

87,470 

Beans,  snap 

130,5^0 

146,010 

146,590 

100 

248,700 

309,980 

322,010 

Beets  for  canning  : 

17,090 

18,540 

21,880 

118 

141,000 

139,000 

Cabbage  for  kraut:  : 

9,890 

Contract  only  : 

9,940 

7,680 

129 

100,100 

90,300 

Corn,  sweet  2/  : 

496,100 

407,850 

479,800 

118 

1,284,300 

1,173,800 

Cucumbers  for  pickles  : 

lkh,lk0 

134,220 

124,470 

93 

262,700 

312,800 

Peas,  green  l/  : 

459,340 

470,400 

504,100 

107 

439,410 

455,910 

518,890 

Spinach:  : 

79,940 

93,800 

105,400 

Winter  and  spring  : 

29,510 

25,110 

25,070 

100 

Tomatoes  : 

412,840 

323,720 

360,650 

111 

3,086,900 

3,230,140 

Total  acreage  to  date: 

1,798,620 

1,638,850  1,780,880 

109 

5,721,240 

5,893,200 

l/  Production  reported  on  shelled  basis. 
2/  In  husk. 


NOTE:    All  data  subject  to  addition  and  revision  in  later  monthly  reports. 
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Table  6.-  Canned  vegetables:    United  States  commercial  packs  1954  and  1955  and  canners'  and 
wholesale  distributors'  stocks  1955  and  1956,  by  commodities,  United  States 


Commodity 

:  Packs 

:  Stocks 

;  1954 

1955 

:                Canner  1/ 

:    Wholesale  distributor  1/ 

:  Date 

:  1955 

1956 

:  Date 

i  1955 

1956 

Major  commodities 
Beans ,  snap 
Corn,  sweet 
Peas ,  green 
Tomatoes 
Tomato  juice  2/ 

Total 

Minor  commodities 
Asparagus 

Beans,  lima  : 
Beets  ! 
Carrots  ; 
Pickles  ! 
Pimientos  : 
Pumpkin  and  squash  : 
Sauerkraut  ; 
Potatoes  ! 
Sweetpotatoes  : 
Spinach  ; 
Other  greens  : 
Tomato  products:  : 

Catsup,  cnni  ; 
sauce  : 

Paste  ! 

Pulp  and  puree 

Sauce  : 
Vegetables ,  mixed 

Total,  comparable : 
minor  items  : 

Grand  total,  : 
comparable  items  : 

!    1,000  1,000 
:    cases  cases 
:    24/2 's         24/2 's 

I  27,069  23,371 
30,619  24,075 

.  23,951  27,376 
21,827  24,727 
27,062  26,9H 

!  June  1 
:  June  1 
!  June  1 
•  Apr.  1 
!  Apr.  1 

:  1,000  1,000 
:  cases  cases 
:  24/2 's     24/2 's 

]     5,740  5,413 
:     8,463  4,398 
:     1,696  1,769 
:     5,184  5,471 
!    13,882  7,793 

:  June  1 
:  June  1 
:  June  1 
:  Apr.  1 
•  Apr.  1 

!  1,000  1,000 
:  cases  cases 
:  24/2*s       24/2 's 

!    3,056  2,726 
:    3,763  3,160 
:    2,926  2,767 
:    3,726  3,908 
:    3,103  3,239 

130,528  126,460 

:    34,965  24,844 

:  16,574  15,800 

!      4,978  6,248 
3,520        2,806  : 
7,061        7,493  : 
2,096        1,902  ! 

3/20,713   3/21,223  : 
3/644     3/1,000  j 
2,134        4,231  ! 

3/11,237     3/8,678  : 
1,656        2,707  : 
4,061        5,Ot>3  : 
3,979        6,005  : 

14,360      18,382  i 
6/5,652     6/8,760  ! 
3,159        4,261  : 
8,204      10,061  • 
3,040  3,049 

Mar.  1 
May  1 
May  1 
May  1 

Apr.  1 
Mar.  1 

Mar.  1 

Ay*.  .    1  ; 

Apr.  1  ! 
Apr.  1  ' 
Apr.  1 

:        605  1,656 
:     1,490     1,469  s 
2,458     2,506  - 
1,270        745  ! 

333        484  - 

1.  If   1.0/*   1.  i./'O 

4/5,486  4/3,468  ; 
:        779     1,220  : 

5,438  6,250  \ 
5/1, 3»»  5/1  74£  ; 

5/350  5/457  : 
5/2,616  5/3,093  : 

:  Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 

Jan.  1 
June  1 

Jan.  1 

Apr.  1  : 

Jan.  1 
Jan.  1  < 

•      714  689 
i       619  556 
1,06b  1,000 
439  426 

561  723 
795  759 

:      657   '  942 

1,514  1,702 

948  869 
824  682 

98,584     114,361  : 

22,165    23,094  : 

8,137  8,348 

229,112     240,821  ■ 

57,130   47,938  : 

24,7H  24,148 

1/  Wholesale  distributors'  stocks  and  canners'  stocks  of  California  (footnote  5/)  converted 
from  actual  cases  to  standard  cases  of  24  No.  2  cans  by  S&HR  Branch  of  AMS. 

2/  Includes  combination  vegetable  Juices  containing  at  least  70  percent  tomato  Juice. 

3/  Crop  for  processing  converted  to  a  canned  basis  by  applying  an  overall  conversion  factor 
(pickles  68,  pimientos  29,  and  sauerkraut  54  cases  equivalent  to  1  ton  fresh). 

4/  Reported  in  barrels;  converted  to  24/2 's  by  using  14  cases  to  the  barrel.  Stocks  reported 
by  National  Kraut  Packers  Ass'n.,  beginning  June  1,  1955* 

5/  California  only. 

%]  Estimated  on  basis  of  pack  in  California. 

Canners'  stock  and  pack  data  from  National  Canners  Association,  unless  otherwise  noted. 
Wholesale  distributors'  stocks  from  United  States  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Census. 
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Table  7  .-  Vegetables,  frozen:    United  States  commercial  packs 
1954  and  1955 ,  and  cold-storage  holdings, 
July  1,  1956,  with  comparisons 


Commodity 


Packs 

Cold-storage  holdings 

:  1954 

:  1955 

July  1 
average 
•  1951-55 

July  1, 
1955 

:    July  1, 

1956  ii 

•  1,000 

1.000 

'  Tiounds 

pounds 

A  ct\q  t*q  cry  1  c 
iiJbjfJcLX  Or^ULo 

120,967 

and  wax 

1  /""S  *\      /""\  r—  «"*\ 

:  123,253 

Beans,  lima 

129,674 

117,697 

Broccoli 

:  62,004 

96,240 

Brussels  sprouts 

:  33,4l8 

23,142 

Carrots 

:  27,494 

34,389 

Cauliflower 

:  17,000 

40,0o5 

Corn,  cut 

:  78,212 

70,o4l 

Com-on-cob 

10,700 

6,932 

Mixed  vegetables 

23,805 

30,662 

Peas 

;  euo,op4 

<31 ,  *ilD 

Peas  and  carrots 

14,551 

13,890 

Pumpkin  and 

17,863 

squash 

13,036 

Rhubarb 

6,750 

5,573 

Spinach 

66,901 

110,347 

Succotash 

9,364 

7,219 

Kale 

4,251 

5,622 

Okra  : 

7,756 

13,647 

Peas,  Blackeye  : 

5,697 

10,227 

Potato  products  : 

85,256 

128,890 

Turnip  greens  : 

7,497 

9,495 

Miscellaneous  : 

vegetables  : 

9.199 

16,882 

Total  : 

974,628 

1,139,695 

1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


20,273  21,967 


24,179 
37,046 

28,445 
12,007 

H 
9,508 

22,464 

2/ 

86,297 
2/ 

2/ 
54,208 

% 

H 

K 

K 
2/ 


33,133 
45,710 
25,235 
16,933 
2/ 

42,913 

K 
2/ 

78,062 

2/ 

49,793 
2/ 


1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Included  in  miscellaneous  vegetables. 

Pack  data  from  National  Association  of  Frozen  Food  Packers. 


1,000 
pounds 

31,953 

25,085 
38,887 
31,610 
7,950 

10,924 

17,410 

10,421 

116,315 
4,449 

2/ 

63,811 
% 

37,617 

2/ 


80,398        97,948  67.085 


374,825       418,876  463,517 
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Table    8.-  Potatoes,  Irish:    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production,  average  1949-54, 

annual  1955  and  indicated  1956 


Acreage 

Yield  per  acre 

Production 

Seasonal 

:       Harvested  : 

For 

Average : 

Indi- 

AVCX  • 

Indi- 

Group 

[  Average 
19^9~5^ 

1955  1/: 

harvest* 

1956  ; 

1955  1/; 

cated 
1956 

1955  1/; 

cated 

1956 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Uwu  • 

LTwU  • 

cwt. 

cvt. 

cvt. 

rf  lii  W;  1 

21.4 

30.2 

X?H  .X 

X  ( X  • 

X  1  O  .  C. 

3,284 

5,175 

6,022 

spring 

128.7 

148.0 

23.3 

25.8 

26  5 

147.3 

2,994 

3,800 

Late 

205.7 

177.9 

164.1 

130.9 

ill/;  7 

XHO  .  [ 

26,838  2/26,948 

24,069 

127.2 

110.6 

1UH  .  X 

7^  ft 

XUU  *U 

ftn  0 

9,800  2/11,058 

JLiExte  . 

222.7 

190.2 

1Q7  7 

_LOO  .O 

X  ( x  .0 

33,269 

2/31,682 

33  Q17 

600.3 

534.7 

co£  0 

126.9 

147.1 

146.7 

76.185 

2/78,663 

77  91 7 

Fall 

8  Eastern 

309.3 

292.8 

269.6 

197.2 

210.4 

61,110 

61,595 

9  Central 

3^7-1 

299.3 

297.3 

115.7 

104.6 

40,068 

31,320 

9  Western 

267.9 

286.8 

308.4 

182.9 

48,998 

55,468 

Total 

921+.3 

878.9 

875.3 

162.6 

150,1752 

/i£s,3s3 

United 

States  : 

1,524.7 

1,413.6 

1,401.5 

148.7 

160.6 

226,360 

227,046 

1/  Revised.    2/  Production  includes  the  following  quantities  not  harvested  or  not  marketed 
because  of  low  prices  (thousand  hundredweight):    Late  Spring-135;  Early  Summer-304;  Late  Summer- 
558;  Fall- 150. 

Table  9  .-  Sweetpotatoes :    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, average  1949-54, 

annual  1955  and  indicated  1956 


Acreage 


Yield  per  acre 


Production 


and 
State 

Harvested  : 
Average:  1Q__  : 
1949-54:  L™  : 

For  : 
harvest: 
1956  : 

Average ' 
1949-54; 

1955 

:  Indi- 
:  cated 
:  1956 

'  Average 
;  1949-54 

1955 

Indi- 
cated 
1956 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

Central 

Atlantic  1/ 

37.7 

40.7 

34.8 

83 

85 

84 

3,124 

3,469 

2,906 

Lower 

Atlantic  2/ 

115.9 

84.0 

79.5 

50 

56 

48 

5,846 

4,694 

3,823 

South 

Atlantic  3/ 

206.4 

200.3 

156.3 

48 

58 

50 

9,919 

11,688 

7,885 

North 

Central  4/ 

3.7 

3.* 

3-2 

54 

51 

50 

200 

172 

160 

California 

11.2 

13.0 

13.0 

67 

71 

70 

748 

923 

910 

Total 

378.4 

341.4 

286.8 

52.8 

61.4 

54.7 

20,051 

20,946 

15,684 

1/  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  and  Virginia.    2/^North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida.    2/  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas. 
4/  Missouri  and  Kansas. 
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Table  10  .-  Potatoes:    Price  f.o.b.  shipping  points  and  wholesale  price 
at  New  York  and  Chicago,  indicated  periods  1955  and  1956 


Week  ended 

:  1955 

1956 

Item 

State 

:  Unit 

!  May 
14 

June 
11 

July 
9 

May 
12 

June 

9 

July 

7  1 

F.o.b.  shipping  points 
Kern  District- 

white,  washed 

California 

:    U.S.  No.  1 

Dol. 
4.62 

Dol. 
2.36 

Dol. 

Dol. 
4.00 

Dol. 
4.52 

Dol. 

Phoenix, -Round  Reds 

Arizona 

:  100-lb.  sack 
:    U.S.  No.  1 

2.78. 

4.50 

Washington- 
Cobbler,  washed 

North 
Carolina 

100-lb.  sack 
U.S.  No.  1 

2.43 

5.04 

Onley, -Eastern 
Shore  points 

Virginia 

100-lb.  sack 
U.S.  No.  1 

1.9k 

5. 46 

Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 

1955 

1956 

May 
17 

June 
14 

July 
12 

May 
15 

June 

12 

July 
10 

X  C 1  Ul  1  1  LCL  1     JUiCLi.  JTi. C 

New  York 

Long  white,  washed 
Cobblers ,  unwashed 

California 
Virginia 

50-lb .  sack 
50-lb.  sack 

Dol. 

Dol. 
2.76 

Dol. 

2.13 
1.17 

Dol. 
3-70 

Dol. 
3.82 

Dol. 

5.25 
4.10 

Chicago 

Round  Reds  : 

California 

100-lb.  sack 
U.S.  No.  1 
Size  A 

4.35 

3-35 

7.40 

11.00 

Long  whites 

California 

100-lb.  sack 
U.S.  No.  1 
Size  A  : 

4.00 

3.50 

6.60 

7.50 

10.25 

F.o.b.  prices  are  the  simple  averages  of  the  mid-point  of  the  range  daily  prices  and  are  compiled  from 
Market  News  Reports  of  AMS.    Market  prices  are  submitted  Tuesday  of  each  week  by  Market  News  repre- 
sentatives . 


Table  n.-  Sweetpotatoes :    Representative  wholesale  price  per  bushel  (l.c.l.  sales) 
at  New  York  and  Chicago  for  stock  of  generally  good  merchantable  quality  and 
condition  (U.  S.  No.  1,  when  available)  xndicated  periods,  1955  and  1956 


Item 

State 

Unit 

Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 

1955 

1956 

May         June     "  July 
17    ;     14     ;  12 

May         June    :  July 
15    ;     12     ;  10 

New  York 
Porto  Rican 

Chicago 

Porto  Rican, 
Kiln  dried 

North 
Carolina 

Louisiana 

Bu.  Bkt. 
50-lb.  crt. 

Dol.        Dol.         Dol.         Dol.        Dol.  Dol. 
4.75  .     4.87           -—         3-21  3.50 

5.00      5.00        4.00        3-00      3.00  3.25 

Prices  submitted  for  Tuesday  of  each  week  by  the  Market  News  representative  at  New  York  and  Chicago. 
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Table  12.-  Beans,  dry,  edible:    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 
average  191*5-51*,  annual  1955  and  indicated  1956  1/ 


Acreage 

Yield  per  acre 

Production  2/ 

States 
and 

'    Harvested  \ 

r  ur 

'Average* 

;  191*5-51*; 

Average 
;i9l*5-5V 

1955 

i 

•  Indi— 

classes 

Average2 

191*5-5!*; 

1955  i 

harvest 

1955  i 

* 

cated  ! 

:  cated 
t  xy?o 

1,000 

T,mr 

i,ubo  ■ 

1,UUU 

1,UUU 

1,UUU 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

bags 

bags 

tegs 

Maine,  New  York,  Michigan 

576 

618 

635 

892 

915 

896 

5,133 

5,657 

5,690 

Nebraska,  Montana, . Idaho, 
Wyoming,  Washington 

i  307 

311 

277 

1,1*92 

1,638 

1,657 

1*,576 

5,095 

1*,589 

Colorado,  New  Mexico,  ! 
Arizona,  and  Utah 

!  376 

291 

275 

621* 

721* 

695 

2,21*7 

2,107 

1,912 

California  < 
Large  lima  i 
Baby  lima  ! 
Other 

!  75 
63 

;  182 

72 
2l* 
227 

60 
27 
182 

1,508 
1,1*93 
1,11*9 

1,1*96 
1,325 
1,196 

1,730 
1,775 
1,300 

1,122 
913 
2,113 

1,077 
318 
2,711* 

1,038 

U79 
2,366 

Total  i 

320 

323 

269 

1,296 

1,  272 

1,U1*3 

1*,1U8 

1*,109 

3,883 

United  States  i 

1,579 

1,51*3 

1,1*56 

1,028 

1,100 

1,101*  16,103 

16,968 

16,071* 

1/  Includes  beans  grown  for  seed. 
"2/  Bags  of  100  pounds,  (cleaned). 


Table  13.-  Peas,  dry,  field:    Acreage,  yield  per  acre  and  production, 
average  191*5-51*,  annual  1955  and  indicated  1956  1/ 


State 


Acreage 


Yield  per  acre 


Production  2/ 


Harvested 


Average 
191*5-51* 


1955 


t  : 

For  'Average1 
harvestrnni ri.«  1955 
t 


irvest:nQl  t  &  : 
1956  :191^, 


t  Indi-  'Average 

Ci556  ?9h5'^ 


1955 


*  Indi- 

*  cated 

*  1956 


1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000' 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

bags 

bags 

bags 

Minnesota 

1* 

1* 

1* 

875 

1,020 

1,020 

37 

1*1 

1*1 

North  Dakota 

7 

2 

3 

925 

900 

1,000 

75 

18 

30 

Montana 

* 

11 

6 

6 

1,072 

1,020 

1,200 

112 

61 

72 

Idaho 

10U 

103 

11*6 

1,190 

1,000 

1,300 

1,  225 

1,031* 

1,898 

Wyoming 

! 

1* 

5 

5 

1,262 

1,  260 

1,500 

51* 

63 

75 

Colorado 

1 

12 

8 

9 

81*3 

820 

860 

105 

66 

77 

Washington 

t 

170 

11*3 

180 

1,169 

800 

1,350 

1,986 

1,11*9 

2,1*30 

Oregon 

17 

1* 

7 

875 

500 

1,300 

11*7 

20 

91 

California 

13 

6 

6 

1,020 

1,220 

1,U75 

121* 

73 

88 

United  States 

: 

• 

31*1* 

281 

366 

1,137 

899 

1,312 

3,868 

2,525 

U,  802 

1/  In  principal  commercial  producing  States.  Includes  peas  grown  for  seed  and  peas  harvested 
dry. 

2/  Bags  of  100  pounds  (cleaned). 
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